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54TH OoNGRESs,

1st Session.

l HOUSE Oli' REPRESENTATIVES.
!

R:E~PORT
{

No.1521.

LAURA C. DODGE.

APRIL

Mr.

28, 1896.-Committed to the Committee of the Whom House and ordered to be
printed.

LOUDENSLAGER,

from the Committee on Pensions, submitt.ed the
following

REPORT:
rTo accompany S. 2347.]

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2347)
entitled "A bill for the relief of Laura 0. Dodge," beg leave to submit
the following report, and recommend that said bill do pass, with an
amendment fixing the rate of pension at $30 per month:
This is a bill enacting that the pension of Laura C. Dodge, widow of
the late Capt. Frederick L. Dodge, be increased to $40 per month.
The bill is accompanied by Senate report No. 455, this session. That
report (except so much of same as recommends a rating of $40 per
month) is adopted by your committee as their report.

[Senate Report No. 455, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.]

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2347) granting a
pension for the relief of Laura C. Dodge, have examined the same, and report:
The claimant under this bill is t,he widow of Capt. Frederick L. Dodge, whose
volunteer military service is as follows:
Statement of the rnilitary se1·vice of IJ1rederick L. Dodge, late private Forty-fourth Massachusetts Militia, and first lieutenant Eighteenth New Hampshire Infant?-y Volunteers.
Frederick L. Dodge was enrolled at Boston, Mass., August 29, 1862, and mustered
into service September 12, 1862, as a private, Company F, Forty-fourth Massachusetts Militia (Infantry), to serve nine months, and was mustered out of service with
his company, as a private, June 18, 1863, at Readville, Mass.
He is reported present on the company muster rolls from date of muster in to date
of muster out.
Frederick L. Dodge was mustered into service at Concord, N. H., Ma.rch 22, 1865,
as :first lieutenant Company I, Eighteenth New Hampshire Infantry Volunteers, to
serve one year, and was mustered out with his company as first lieutenant July 29,
1865, at DeLancy House, District of Columbia.
He is reported present on the muster rolls of his company from date of muster in
to date of muster out.
F. C. AINSWORTH,
Colonel, United States A1·my, Chief Record and Pension Office.
RECORD AND PENSION OFFICE,

War Depa1·tment, January 4, 1895.
After retiring from the Volunteer Army soldier joined the Regular Army, his record
in th() Regular Army extending from i867 to 1891.
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LA.URA C. DODGE.

The following report from the office of the Adjutant-General gives a detailed
account of his services:

WAR

DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, January 3, 1895.
Sta.tement of the military service of Frederick L. Dodge, late of the United Statea ANTll!/-,
compiled front the records of this office.
VOLUNTEER RECORD.

Private of Company F, Forty-fourth Massachusetts, August 29, 1862, to June 18.,
1863; first lieutenant Eighteenth New Hampshire, March 22, 1865; honorably
mustered out July 29, 1865.
REGULAR ARMY RECORD.

Second lieutenant Twenty-third Infantry, March 7, 1867; :first lieutenant, January
22, 1873; regimental quarterma-ster,t June 10, 1888, to June 22, 1889; captain, June 22,
1889; retired, April 18, 1891; died i:;eptember 11, 1891.
SERVICE.

On duty at Fort Columbus, N. Y., June 12 to July 1, 1867; en route to and at Camp
Warner, Oreg., to May 27, 1871; at Camp Harney, Oreg., to May 2, 1872; at Angel
Island, California, to July 1, 1872; at Port Whipple and at Camp Verde, Ariz., to
October 8, 1874; en route to and at Omaha Barracks, Nebr., to May 9, 1876; at Fort
Sidney, Nebr., to Noveml>er 2, 1876; in the field in Wyoming, on the Powder River
expedition against hostile Indians to January 12, 1877; at Fort Leavenworth, Kans.,
to Februar:v 18, 1879; in the field in the Indian Territory to June 5, 1879; acting
assistant quartermaster and acting commissary of subsistence at the United States
Military Prison, Fort Leavenworth, Kaus., to October 29, 1882; with regiment at
Fort Craig, N. Mex., to June 1, 1884; at Fort Wayne, Mich., to August 16, 1889; sick
at post to September 7, 1889; on sick leave to December 9, 1889; in the Government
Hospital for the Insane, District of Columbia, to September 17, 1890; on sick leave
to April 18, 1891, when he was retired. He was examined by a retiring board March
17, 1891, and the board found in his case as follows:
"That Capt. Frederick L. Dodge, Twenty-third Infantry, is incapacitate<.l for active
service by reason of Bright's disoase of the kidneys; that the incapacity is permanent,
and that jt arose from causes iucident to the service, viz, worry and overwork in the
line of duty during the summer of 1889."
He died September 11, 1891, at Detroit, Mich.
J. C. GILMORE,
.Assistant .Adju,tant-General.
After the war, in recognition of his services, he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Regular Army, and was subsequently promoted to first lieutenant and
captain.
He served in every part of the country, from New York to Oregon and Arizona,
a?d endured the severest hardships of Indian warfare and frontie),' service. From
ti_me to time he filled nearly every position of responsibility and trust incident to
h1s rank, until by overwork, long continued, he wrecked and ruined his health.
Mrs._Dodge shared the hardships and suffering of her husband in many of his
campaigns. She is now a resident of Detroit, Mich., in very straitened circumstances, and appeals to Congress for relief. She is now receiving a pension of $20
per month, and asks that it be increased to $50.
_In view of _the long and distinguished services of Captain Dodge and the necessities of the widow, your committee recognize the case as one of special merit, and
therefore recommend the passage of the bill after being .amended bt striking out the
word "fifty" in line 7, and substituting therefor the word "forty.'
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